The Great Gatsby In-Class Essay Grading Rubric

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations 
	Approaches Expectations 
	Does Not Yet Approach Expectations 

	Ideas and Analysis 
	Displays thorough, insightful, and perceptive understanding of the text. Argument is nuanced and thought-provoking. Strong thesis. Delivers well supported analysis of textual evidence. Seamlessly crafted argument. 
	Displays thorough understanding of the text. Clear thesis that responds to the prompt accurately. Supported with evidence clearly. Could add more in depth analysis. 
	Shows some understanding of the text’s main themes and characters. Simplistic argument. More summary than argument. Unclear or vague thesis 
	Shows little or no understanding of the text main themes, character, etc. Does not have a clear or identifiable thesis. Does not address prompt 

	Evidence 
	-evidence clearly presented. Provides clear context and introduction to all quotes. Analyzes the evidence and displays connection to thesis. 
	Selects strong evidence that supports claims. Gives explanation and analysis of evidence. Some stretches in regard to relevance of evidence. 
	Minimal support and evidence. Does not analyze evidence, but very basic explanation. Vague relation to the argument 
	Does not employ any textual evidence or 

Does not analyze and explain evidence 

	Organization 
	Ideas presented in a creative and logical way. Transitions are advanced and are not repetitive. 
	Ideas are presented clearly. Transitions and topic sentences. Little to no confusion 
	Some parts of the organization is confusing. Awkward transitions. Somewhat logical structure
	No clear organizational principle. Little to no transitions. No topic sentences or paragraph distinctions 

	Mechanics (Grammar and Spelling) 
	No or very few errors 
	Some mechanical errors
	Frequent errors. 
	Overwhelming/distracting mechanical errors. 


