How to Write a Good Introduction

To Kill a Mockingbird 

1. Hook the Reader 

A. Begin with a current event relating to your topic 


Ex. After years of suppressing the infamous legacy of lynchings, the United States is finally beginning to address the era of racial terror. In an effort to atone for the southern murders, it is critical to credit the authors who initially made note of the injustice.


B.  Describe a traditional gothic text 
Ex: Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein features a gruesome and brutal monster and captures the true essence of gothic literature. To Kill a Mockingbird redefines this genre. 

C. Describe a modern court case 

Ex: A young, innocent African American boy lay dead in the street. The jury acquitted the shooter. This was as true in 2013 with Trayvon Martin as it was of Tom Robinson in To Kill a Mockingbird. 

D. Describe a gendered stereotype

Female superheroes are often displayed in skintight spandex costumes with minute waistlines and bulging busts. Harper Lee’s five year old tomboy, Scout, defines what it means to be a classic heroine. 


E. Come up with your own way to hook the reader! 

