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Images of Reality

The terms novel and fiction have been linked to the preconceived notion that they are not accurate portrayals of reality because they lack factual evidence, while in fact they present just as much truth as the allegedly non-fiction histories. Legitimate and useful information can be gleaned from novels that is no less valuable than the information derived from the work of a historian. Kite Runner is a valid source from which to gain information not only because of Khaled Hosseini’s intimate relationship with his subject matter, but also because of the sheer nature of novels and histories being representations of the past. 
Khaled Hosseini’s personal connection with the time period, location, and general context of his novel lends itself to an authoritative stance on the situation in Afghanistan. While Kite Runner is a fictional novel not based on Hosseini’s own childhood, the author nonetheless incorporates his own knowledge and experience in order to create an accurate display of reality. An understanding of Hosseini’s childhood helps to separate what is imaginative and what is based on personal experience in his novel. Similar to the protagonist, Khaled Hosseini grew up in Kabul, Afghanistan in 1965 and witnessed the city during the time leading up to the invasion of the Soviet army. After his father, who was a diplomat in the Afghan Foreign Ministry, was relocated to Paris in 1976 the Hosseini family hoped to soon return home. Because Afghanistan suffered a communist coup and the invasion of the Soviet army, the Hosseini family chose to  move to San Jose California in 1980, again not unlike his character Amir.
 These links to the subject of his novel are critical because through them it is possible to distinguish the fictional aspects from the non-fictional. Hosseini weaves his personal experience and knowledge with the fictional story of Amir and Hassan. This combination of fact mixed with imagination is not unlike many historical works. 

Often histories are perceived to be objective compilations of verifiable facts. However, the job of the historian is not altogether separate from that of the novelist. Historian Hayden White declared that novelists construct “images of reality” that correspond to “some domain of human experience,” and are fundamentally “no less ‘real’ than that referred to by the historian.”
 Therefore, the role of both the historian and the novelist revolves around construction based on human experience. These experiences, whether invented or not, help to provide some level of truth. Novels should not be discounted for their fictional elements because they display representations of reality, just like histories. In addition, they provide individual and personal insight to a situation that might not have otherwise been displayed by a holistic history based solely on verifiable facts. The insistence of demonstrable factual evidence discounts the positive attributes and insight novels lend to the study of the past. 

Novels and histories are both representations of reality. While there are imaginative elements to the novel, they are nonetheless beneficial to historians, especially in the case of Khaled Hosseini’s Kite Runner. Hosseini’s intimate connection between his own life and those of his characters helps to provide personal insight into the situation in Afghanistan. The assumption that novels do not present any form of truth and are invaluable to historians is inaccurate and hypocritical because the roles of the novelist and the historian are thoroughly intertwined. 
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