Name:_______________________________

Guide to Understanding The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

1. What is the American Dream? What does this mean to you? Can you think of examples, whether from your own life or books and movies, about someone pursuing the American Dream? 

Context: 

F. Scott Fitzgerald: 

Prohibition: 

Gatsby’s Guide to Manhood: 

Harlem in the Jazz Age 

Symbolism
(As you read, make note of where is the text these symbols emerge and what why could represent)  
The Green Light: 

Overlooking Eyes 

The Valley of Ashes 

Ominous Weather 
East Egg    vs.    West Egg [image: image1.png]



Is Nick a reliable narrator? 

Fitzgerald is the author. Nick Carraway is the narrator. As you read, make note of instances were you feel Nick is either being a trustworthy narrator or a biased one. 

Questions to guide you: 

Is Nick judgmental? Who does he judge? 

Who does Nick favor? 

What does Nick not tell the reader? 






