The Great Gatsby Book Cover Project 

Francis Cugat designed the original cover for this novel before Fitzgerald even finished writing the final manuscript. Initially, there was a lot of disapproval for this now iconic cover. A book cover can change the way the reader interprets the novel. It highlights important symbolism and visually guides the reader. 

Today you will be creating your own book cover for The Great Gatsby. This assignment is meant to challenge your knowledge and assessment of symbolism in the novel. 


Include the following: 

· visual representations of at least two symbols from your analysis of the text

· The title of the novel and the author’s name 

· 2-3 paragraph explanation of your cover art (on the back). Be specific and have purpose for each image included. You should be able to fully defend the reasoning behind your artistic choices 

Book Cover Grading Rubric: 

	Appearance 
	Illustrations are creative, drawings are the appropriate size and fully finished, clear representations of symbols 
	Illustrations show thought but little effort and don’t clearly represent symbol
	Illustrations were minimal and did not have any clear relation to symbolism or the text 

	Symbolism 
	Includes 2 or more symbols that are supported by the text, historical or other evidence 
	Includes 1 symbol that is supported by the text 
	Includes 1 symbol that is not supported by the text 

	Explanation of cover 
	Provides a detailed and thoughtful explanation of the cover and the symbolism. References textual evidence. 
	Provides adequate explanation of the cover, but does not fully explain the symbolism or the connection to the text 
	Provides weak explanation of the cover and/or does not explain the connection between the symbol and the text

	Use of time 
	Class time was used wisely and the assignment was turned in on time 
	Some off-task behavior in class, but assignment turned in on time 
	Class time not used wisely and book cover turned in late 

	Total:___/12 
	3
	2
	1


