Definitions of Beauty

English 3 

In the Bluest Eye, the main character, Claudia, struggles to understand society’s view of beauty. She does not think that the blue eyed, blonde haired dolls and girls are beautiful, but adults and everyone around her does. The story is about the painful process of Claudia changing her views of beauty because of society’s pressure. Claudia fights against this definition of beauty, while Pecola internalizes the standards and as a result feels ugly and inferior. 

Prompt: 

Does your idea of beauty conform to Society’s view or does it reject it? 

In the next week you will be writing a 5 paragraph essay that discusses your personal experience with understanding beauty standards. You can examine beauty in terms of physical human beauty standards (size, race, height, clothing, etc), but can also look at it architecturally, environmentally, or in any other way you see fit. In addition to your personal connection, you will need to have textual support. You may use The Bluest Eye or other definitions of beauty. Think about the societal forces that have either competed with your ideas of beauty or shaped them (i.e. magazines, tv, pop culture, technology, etc.) A few are provided below, should you want to use them. 

Due Wednesday Jan 28th: Complete page 3 of this packet 

Due Monday Feb 2nd: 

Due Wed. Feb 4th: Rough Draft due 

Due Monday Feb 9th: Final Draft Due 

Quotes from the Bluest Eye:

Feel free to use these quotes or find your own that apply to how you developed to see and understand beauty.  You are NOT required to use the Bluest Eye in your essays, but you are required to use some outside support other than your personal experience. If you are struggling, come find me to talk about ideas. 

In rejection of society’s view of blonde haired, blue eyed girls being beautiful: 

“What made people look at them and say ‘Awwww,’ but not for me? “ (Morrison 120).

Or

“I only had one desire: to dismember it. To see of what is was made, to discover the dearness, to find the beauty, the desirability that escaped me, but apparently only me,” (Morrison 118_ 

Or

Acceptance of society’s standard: 

“I learned much later to worship her, just as I learned to delight in cleanliness,” (Morrison 121). 

Or

“Adults, older girls, shops, magazines, newspapers, window signs—all the world had agreed that a blue-eyed, yellow-haired, pink skinned doll was what every girl child treasured,” (Morrison 118) 

English 3 Homework

Due Wednesday Jan 28th 

Answer the Follow Questions in a couple of sentences each

1. What is your idea of beauty? Pull from in class writing assignment. 

2. Does your idea of beauty conform to Society’s view or does is reject it? 

3.  Using either the Bluest Eye or other sources, write a quote that supports your own experience (ex. “I learned much later to worship her” to support how society views being thin as being beautiful) 
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